Federation Launches Its Newsletter

Grant Walsh, Communications Committee

Welcome to the first edition of the Federation of Lakes of Val-des-Monts newsletter.

The Federation of Lakes of Val-Des-Monts is a voluntary organization comprised of representatives from Lake Associations within the municipality of Val-des-Monts. The Federation was created two years ago through the leadership of Bernard Lamontange (a past President of Lake St. Pierre) with the goal of encouraging all of the lake associations of Val-des Monts to work together in protecting the quality of the water in our lakes. 

The quality of the water in many of our lakes is such that immediate actions are required to reduce, stop and hopefully reverse the wave of deterioration that is challenging the long term survival of the lakes. Recognizing that many of the lakes are interconnected and that the quality of the water in one lake has a large impact on the quality of the water in other lakes, it became clear that the best way to effectively manage the quality of the water is to work with all the lakes and the Municipality on common strategies, the “raison d’être” of the Federation. Our objective is to represent all property owners in Val-des-Monts with respect to the protection of our lakes.

The Federation Board meets every two months at the municipality and is fortunate to have as regular members on its Board, the Mayor (Marc Carrière), some of the councilors, some of the municipal staff and an experienced government biologist (Henri Fournier). The Federation has recently created the following 4 committees: 

1. Environment Committee: primarily responsible for the activities related to improving the quality of water and other environmental issues. Sylvie Mercier chairs this committee. (s.mercier@infonet.ca)  819-457-1802

2. Public Affairs Committee: responsible for working with the municipality on joint project/issues. Chaired by Bernard Lamontagne. (blamonta@cyberus.ca) 613-789-5550

3. Communications Committee: responsible for the newsletter, website, water quality day and other communication strategies. Chaired by Grant Walsh. grwalsh@sympatico.ca  613-724-4897

4. Membership and Finance: responsible for membership and overall finances of the Federation. Chaired by Duncan Campbell. (duncancampbell@sympatico.ca) 613-292-1505

President of the Federation: Tom Barber (tbarber@burkerobertson.com) 

613-566-2050

	We encourage you to join any of these committees or if you have information or advice that would help us achieves our goals, we would very much like to hear from you. The more we are working together the faster we will achieve our common goals. 




Two Newsletters per Year

We plan to offer you two newsletters per year, one in the spring and one in the winter (December). The newsletters will be distributed to all property owners in the municipality. Our objective is to provide information pertaining to water quality of our lakes as well as other environmental issues with the goal of safeguarding the quality of our lakes and therefore the value of our property investments.  

The production of the newsletters is carried out by a group of interested property owners who would welcome anyone interested in providing articles, translating materials or providing input into the content of the newsletters. Contact France Bergeron

(FranceHeron.Bergeron@ccra-adrc.gc.ca) 613-724-5984
