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A priority for the Federation of Lakes of Val-des-Monts

By Yann Gagnon, Coordinator of the Federation of Lakes of Val-des-Monts

he quality of the water in many of
our lakes is such that immediate

actions are required to reduce, stop and
hopefully reverse the wave of deteriora-
tion that is challenging their long term
survival. There are many factors that in-
fluence the water quality in our lakes;
one that has been found to be of signifi-
cance is the quality of a lake’s shoreline.

Source: www.dec.ny.gov

A lake’s shoreline, more specifically its gree-
nery (shrubs and plants) play a key role in
improving water quality. Native shrubs wi-
thin our shorelines act as a natural filtration
system. If you think of a plant’s root system
as a fine mesh netting that intercepts pol-
lutants and which also harbours benefi-
cial bacteria to treat water, it is easy to see
why protecting and maintaining this “na-
tural buffer zone” is of great importance.

This year, the Federation has embarked on
its largest shoreline restoration project sin-
ceit started in 2007. For the fourth year run-

ning, this Shoreline Restoration Commu-
nity Project is receiving a contribution
from EcoAction Community Funding Pro-
gram of Environment Canada. The Fede-
ration is very grateful for this generous
contribution and attributes the increase
in funding this year to the success of last
year’s shoreline restoration project conduc-
ted with the residents of Grand Lake.

Up to 70 lakeside properties were given the
opportunity to receive a free home visit by
an environmental specialist who provided
information on good environmental prac-
tices. The environmental specialist also
suggested appropriate changes through a
personalized planting plan aimed both at
ecological improvement to their shoreline
and protection against erosion. Not only
did the plan include recommendations
for plants adapted to our climate and wa-
ter, but the participants had a choice of
around 30 different types of plants, shrubs
and trees (creepers, climbers, low and high)
and they were available in many sizes.

In Spring 20121 the Federation’s Coordina-
tor will visit each participant to follow up
on all their new plantations and answer
any questions lakeside residents may
have on their newly restored shoreline.

A healthy shoreline and its vegetation has
never been more important than now.
With episodes of blue algae bloom in
2007-2008 caused by the presence of cya-
nobacteria, the quality of water in some
of the lakes of Val-des-Monts has been
greatly affected. Furthermore, this project

THANK YOU TO THE RESIDENTS OF THE FOLLOWING
LAKES WHO PARTICIPATED IN THIS YEAR’S ECOACTION

PROJECT:

. St-Pierre Lake «  Chevreuil Lake . Epinette Lake

«  McMullin Lake - Bataille Lake + Louise Lake

« Barnes Lake + Chevreuil Lake + Maskinongé Lake
- Battaille Lake « Corrigan Lake . Rhéaume Lake

is particularly important for Val-des-Monts
residents because in May 2009 the Munici-
pality adopted a new bylaw on vegetation
control which prohibits lawn mowing in the
first 5 meters of the shoreline. Infractions
to this bylaw can lead to hefty fines ($4,000
for corporations, $2,000 for individuals).

This said, the Coordinator and Biolo-
gist of the Federation are not munici-
pal inspectors. Their role is to suggest
ways in which you can landscape your
property ecologically, so that you will
be protecting your shoreline and subse-
quently complying with the new by law.

The Federation wishes to thank  all

lakeside residents from Lake St-Pierre,
McMullin, Barnes, Bataille, Chevreuil,
Corrigan, Epinette, Louise, Maskinon-

gé, Rhéaume and Trout for their par-
ticipation in this unique opportunity.

The Coordinator of this project is Mr.
Yann Gagnon tel (819) 639-2913
email : federationlacsvdm@gmail.com

Improve the health of your lake
and restore your shoreline!

This project was undertaken
with  the financial support of the
Government of Canada provided

through the Department of Environment
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A word from the President

By Michel Francoeur (St-Pierre Lake)

elcome to this new column of

the Echos of Our Lakes bulletin
which will be published in each edition
of the bulletin, that is, twice yearly, Spring
and Fall. The main objective is to inform
the readers about the ongoing major ac-
tivities and priorities of the Federation of
Lakes of Val-des-Monts. In this respect, |
invite you to communicate with me should
you have any questions, comments or sug-
gestions on this column or any questions
concerning the water quality of our lakes
and rivers in Val-des-Monts. You may reach
me at michel.francoeur@justice.gc.ca.
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Michel Francoeur, President of the Federation of Lakes
of Val-des-Monts

| am completing my second year as
President of the Federation, where |
succeeded to Tom Barber of Grand Lake

(2006-2008) and Bernard Lamon-
tagne from Lake St. Pierre (2003-
2005), two long-time pillars involved
in the lakes associations’ movement

dedicated to the protection of the ri-
ches of our lakes and rivers. My invol-
vement with the St-Pierre Associa-
tion and the Federation is much more
recent (2005). Better late than never!

In fact, before joining the St. Pierre Associa-
tion, my interest regarding the water quali-
ty of my lake was next to nil. The reason was
simple : | was ignorant of the aging process
of lakes; the elevated phosphate levels cau-
sed by domestic products; the importance
of replanting vegetation along the lakesho-
re; the fundamental role of septic systems
and beds situated along the lakeshores
and rivers; and the impact of huge wakes
caused by certain types of motorboats ero-
ding the shorelines. | was also ignorant of
the fact that if corrective measures were
not rapidly implemented by residents, lake
associations and the municipality as well
as other governmental bodies, our lakes
could rapidly deteriorate into a swamp-like
environment in the list of water bodies of
Quebec, directly affecting my family’s capa-
city to enjoy swimming, kayaking, fishing
etc. And the resulting devaluation of our
properties, which goes without saying.

It is through my attendance to monthly

meetings of the St-Pierre Association and
later the Federation’s, as well as by reading
various specialized articles, newspapers
and brochures, and especially discussing
with specialists in their field (Yann Gagnon
and Patrick Fredette, both having occupied
the position of consultant for the Federa-
tion), in addition to long time residents de-
voted to the cause (Bernard Lamontagne,
Grant Walsh, Tom Barber, Francois Pichard,
naming but a few), | understood that our
my family had both an individual and a col-
lective responsibility to protect our lakes :
Individually because it is up to my family
to re-vegetate our shoreline; it is up to us
to use domestic products without phos-
phates; and it is also for us to ensure that
our septic system is in compliance with the
laws and regulations in force. And collecti-
vely because the sum of the actions of our
families, associations and governments
will always be greater than their total. In-
deed, it became clear to me that efforts
by residents and lake associations would
bring about better and faster changes if
united under an umbrella organisation re-
presenting residents and working in par-
tnership with the Municipality of Val-des-
Monts and other governmental as well as
non-governmental bodies. As the saying
goes : “United We Stand, Divided We Fall”.

| strongly believe that the past few years of
the Federation have demonstrated how its
founders were right : whether it’s the publi-
cation of this bulletin, in both French and
English, twice yearly; the federal program
called EcoAction which provides funds for
the re-vegetation of our shores, providing
over $100,000 in grants to the Federation
over the past four years through Environ-
ment Canada; the sampling of lake water
done every Spring to determine the phos-
phate levels of the lakes, i.e. hundreds of
samples taken since the inception of the
Federation; the organization of the an-
nual Water Quality Day - more than 100
residents attended this year’s 8th edition
in July; or the federal program Géocon-
nexions aimed at generating data on the
watershed system to create a model for
each lake ($66,000 in grants to the Federa-
tion), these activities came about because
of the collaborative work between the as-
sociations and the Federation to improve
the water health of our lakes and rivers.

This said, | cannot stress enough the im-
portance of the partnership established
between the Federation and the Munici-
pality of Val-des-Monts since the creation
of the Federation. In light of the Munici-
pality’s jurisdiction over environmental
issues concerning buildings and land bor-
dering the water’s edge, this partnership
has always been fundamental to the Fe-
deration’s governance. This is why the
by-laws of the Federation foresaw the
participation of elected and non-elected
representatives of the Municipality to the-
se meetings. In that regard, the Federation
appreciates the continued representation
of the Municipality at these meetings.
Currently, the Councilor for District # 3, Mr.
Jacques Laurin, as well as the Director of
Environment and Urbanism, Mr. André Tur-
cotte, are the designated representatives.

In  fact, the Municipality provided

the first real resources of the Federation, i.e.,
a grant permitting the hiring of an expert
through a contract, allowing numerous pro-
jectsofthe Federationto see the day.Indeed,
the first hired biologist in 2006 (Patrick Fre-
dette, followed by Yann Gagnon since 2009)
enabled the Federation to“walk the talk” on
all of the above-mentioned projects. To give
anillustration, the various projects require a
lot of time for administrative matters with
a number of governmental organizations,
such as forms to be filled, reporting, cor-
respondence, etc., as much before and af-
ter funding is approved for a given project,
in addition to the substantive work which
must obviously be done for each project.

In this respect, the resources from the Muni-
cipality are highly appreciated, even though

they were reduced in 2010, which conse-
quently led the Federation to identify other
sources of funding for the years to come.

This concludes this first column. | take
this opportunity to wish you a very nice
autumn on the lakes of Val-des-Monts and
| reiterate my invitation to write me if you
have any questions concerning the Fede-
ration’s projects.

Thank you.

Michel Francoeur

President

Federation of Lakes of Val-des-Monts
michel.francoeur@justice.gc.ca @

THE IMPORTANCE OF A SEPTIC SYSTEM THAT

TRULY DELIVERS

The problems related to water qua-
lity in Quebec lakes and rivers has rea-
ched worrisome proportions. Since
2004, our lakes and rivers have been
increasingly plagued by blue-green al-
gae (cyanobacteria). The cause of the
contamination is the excessive amounts
of phosphorus from various sources
related to human activity, for example:

The fertilizers spread on soil and
lawns

Faulty septic systems

The non-compliant disposal of munici-
pal/ industrial wastewater

The destruction of barrier strips, which
promotes runoff

Nonpoint source pollution (e.g. agri-
culture and golf)

Thefollowing should also be considered:

An increase in the population
around/near lakes and water courses .
An accumulation of phosphorus
in lake sediments over the years
as a result of global warming

An increase in UV rays (thinning
of the ozone layer), which promo-
tes the growth of blue-green algae.

Although the amount of nutriment-
substances (phosphorus and nitro-
gen) found in lakes, and the septic
systems installed nearby, are only
part of the problem, they are never-
theless important, for two reasons:

Taking individual action (residential sep-
tic systems) is easier and more effective
than trying to solve a collective pollution
problem through agriculture. Indeed,
it has been proven that wastewa-
ter dumping has a significant nega-
tive impact on the quality of the wa-
ter near lake shores and river banks.

How does someone go about choo-
sing an optimally performing septic

system to help protect nearby la-
kes and water courses and main-
tain property values? What are the
most important factors to consi-
der? Under what conditions might
the septic system better protect
nearby lakes and water courses?

The answer is simple: by using soil that
is in the very best condition, ensuring
water penetration and long-term use.

Did you know that natural soil
can help retain  phosphorus?
Since phosphorus reacts with natu-
rally occurring iron and aluminum in
the soil, it is retained there. To ensure
the soil remains viable over the long
term, it must never be clogged (wa-
ter must penetrate it easily), it must
be aerated regularly (the same way
as a lawn) and must never be satura-
ted with water (like a swamp or bog).

One of the new technologies on the
local market is the «Ecoflo» systems.
The filter inside the Ecoflo system
generally consists of peat moss and
coconut tree fibers. Like the hu-
mus in natural soil, peat moss and
coco gradually release compounds
that help phosphorus react with
the iron and aluminum in the soil.

These elements are released in the fil-
ter’s effluent when the treated water
passes through the filter, increasing
the amount of iron and aluminum
available to react with the phosphorus
(soil doping). Peat moss and coco have
a high water retention rate (somewhat
like a sponge) that helps control
the rate of the water that infiltrates
the soil (e.g., it reduces saturation
of the soil and ensures it is aerated).

For more infomations on Eco-
flo systems, please visit
www.premiertechenv.com
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Water Sampling Campaign Results 2010

Total Phosphorus e, .1

Indicator of lake eutrophication

2-10 pg/L

Oligotrophic:
An oligotrophic lake is a lake with low pri-
mary productivity, the result of low nutrient
content. These lakes have low algal produc-
tion, and consequently, often have very clear
waters, with high drinking-water quality.
The bottom waters of such lakes typically
have ample oxygen; thus, such lakes often

support many fish species, like lake trout,
which require cold, well-oxygenated waters.

Certificat
d’évaluation
GRATUITE

FREE
Appraisal
Certificate

~—=—

10-30 pg/L
Mesotrophic:

Mesotrophic lakes are lakes with an interme-
diatelevel of productivity, greaterthan oligo-
trophic lakes, but less than eutrophic lakes.
These lakes are commonly clear water lakes
and ponds with beds of submerged aqua-
tic plants and medium levels of nutrients.

~—=—

>30 png/L
Eutrophic:

A eutrophic lake has high primary pro-
ductivity due to excessive nutrients and is
subject to algal blooms resulting in poor
water quality. The bottom waters of such
bodies are commonly deficient in oxygen.
Eutrophic waters commonly lack fish spe-
cies like trout which require cold, well-oxy-
genated waters. This oxygen deficiency is
most apparent in shallow lakes. The process
of eutrophication may occur naturally or
be the result of anthropogenic influences.

Lakes 2010 Average 07-10
Achigan 33 4.2
Barnes 5 6.9
Baie Mud 11.3 11.3
Bataille 4.6 8.1
Bois Franc - 5.2
Brassard 3.8 5.6
Champeau 6 7.1
Chevreuil 7.3 7.1
Corrigan 10.3 7
Clair <2 35
Dam - 6
Dodds - 3
Eau Claire - 13.9
Ecluse - 3.2
Epinettes 7.3 5.1
Gilmour 8 8.9
Girard <2 4.8
Grand 8.3 6.7
Hardwood 2.3 24
Lachaine - 15.2
Létourneau - 6.4
Louise 3.3 6
Marbre 4 39
Maskinongé 7.5 8.4
McArthur 5.5 5.6
McFee <2 3
McGlashan 3 3.7
McGregor 53 10.2
McMullin - 21.5
Petit lac Clair 7.3 73
Perdrix 25.8 21.4
Rhéaume 7 12.3
St-Germain 2.8 2.5
St-Pierre- - 8.2
Truite 3.7 3.5
Tenpenny 11.3 7.8
Twin - 6.7

Ag gré
819 671 -5152 (Bureau)
819 671-9013 (Fax) /
info@joannefleury.ca
www.joannefleury.ca

| [

ATTESTATION
PLATINE DU

(Piioto : Jean-Dénis Charbonhneat)"-
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The Eurasian Watermilfoil

By Jean-Philippe Harnois, Project Manager, ABV des 7

he Eurasian Watermilfoil (Myriophyl-
lumspicatum)isanaquaticplantwhich

comes from Europe, Asia and North
Africa. It has become one of the most

widespread alien invasive plants of
North America. The Eurasian Water-
milfoil was introduced in the 1940s.

We find the Eurasian Watermilfoil in pools,
ponds, lakes, rivers and other waterways.
It starts growing in spring before other
aquatic plants and can reach the water’s
surface in just 3 weeks. A great adaptation
capacity to several environmental condi-
tions and a quick growth give the Eurasian
Watermilfoil an advantage on other na-
tive aquatics plants that can be eliminated.

Eurasian Watermilfoil reproduces itself prin-
cipally by fragmentation of the plant. This
means that a piece of at least one centi-
meter is enough to produce another plant.

These fragments can be fixed on boat
propellers and  other equipments
(trailer, fish-hook, and others). It is easy
to spread the Eurasian  Watermilfoil
from one body of water to another.
Once established, the Eurasian Wa-
termilfoil becomes for all practi-
cal purposes impossible to remove.

CONTAMINAT

our lakes!

Help protect the water quali
of our lakes and rivers.

Negative impacts:

+  Choking of waterways and reduction
of water use by boaters, swimmers and
others.

«  Reduction in abundance and diversity
of sport fish (e.g., trout).

«  Changes shoreline’s physicochemical
parameters.

«  Decrease in biodiversity

- Decrease in value of waterfront pro-
perties.

How to recognize it?

«  Red buds at the tips of the plant.

« Once it has reached the surface of
the water, the plant produces a large
amount of new stems.

«  Feather-like leaves.

- High density of plants. Eurasian Water-
milfoil often presents itself in clumps.

How is it spread?

«  The transport of a boat from one body
of water to another is an obvious risk
of contamination.

« Aquarium and horticulture markets.

«  Anglers and hunters.

- Seaplanes.

«  Water birds.

T -

1 Drain foul water from boat and live wells.

2 Remove dirt (mud, plants, fish, bait) and
dispose of at safe distance from water!

3 Thoroughly clean boat, trailer
and other equipment!

4 Repeat operation every time.

Org

-
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Eurasian Watermilfoil (source: Maria José Maezo)

For more information visit www.bibittes.org

Jean-Philippe Harnois Courriel : jeanphilippe.harnois@abv?7.org
Chargé de projet/Biologiste Agence de bassin versant des 7 (ABV des 7) B

des

BLUE-GREEN ALGAE IN FOCUS

By Guénolé Choné, COBALI Outreach Agent

Algae or aquatic plants?

Algae in our lakes are almost always uni-
cellularorganisms. Ifwhatyou observe has
leaves,astem, orroots,it'sanaquatic plant!
Cyanobacterias (blue-green algae) are
unicellular and microscopic organisms.
They are naturally present in lake water,
and they begin to be visible only when
their concentration increases abnormally.
This situation is called an algal bloom. Wa-
ter generally becomes bright green, there
also may occasionally be green scum on
the water surface. Different types of cya-
nobacterias exist, and not all of them are
toxic. Some of them produce a toxin cal-
led cyanotoxin that can create health pro-
blems. In cases of algae blooms, only sam-
pling, testing and analysing the lake water
can determine the toxicity of the algae.

Where and when?

Blue-green algae blooms rarely affect
an entire lake. They are usually found in
very calm water, in the early morning and
they can appear and disappear from the
water surface in a few hours. It can also
occur over several days or weeks. The end
of summer is the time of the year when
blue-green algae blooms mostly occur.
Very old ones... Cyanobacteria is one
of the oldest living forms on Earth:
they appeared here nearly three billion
years ago. They were the first photo-
synthetic organisms and oxygen in our

Earth’s atmosphere is due to them!
What you can do?

Cyanobacteria blooms can be easy mis-
taken for other algae blooms. The Field
Guide for Blue-green Algae Identifica-
tion, edited by the Ministry of Environ-
ment of Québec, can help you identify
them. It is available in French only on
the Ministry Web site at www.mddep.
gouv.qc.ca/eau/eco_aqua/cyanobacte-
ries/quide-identif.pdf. If after having a
look at this guide, you think there may
be a cyanobacteria bloom in your lake,
the next step is to inform the Ministry
of Environment of Québec at (819) 772-
3434 (or at 1 866 694-5454 if you are
not in business hours). The Ministry will
then decide if water testing is necessary.

A high phosphorus concentration in-
creases the odds of having cyanobacte-
ria blooms. A blue-green algae bloom
is indeed a sign of phosphorus enrich-
ment. It is consequently important to
reduce phosphorus input in lakes to
avoid cyanobacteria issues. This can be
done by maintaining efficient septic
systems, avoiding the use of compost
or fertiliser near the water and esta-
blishing better agricultural and forestry
practices. It is also essential to protect
and vegetate shorelines and wetlands
in order to minimize water runoff.




Fall planting
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By Yann Gagnon, Coordinator of the Federation of Lakes of Val-des-Monts

Hardy native  perennials, trees

Why plant in fall?

Planting in the fall months means that plants avoid the heat and drought stress of summer

temperatures.

During the fall, the soil is generally warm, precipitations are abundant and evaporation is
low. This situation is perfect for root growth which continues long into the season, well after

the aerial parts of the plant are dormant.

In spring, when the plants wake up, they are in an ideal environment to immediately start

shrubs can be easily plan-
ted during the fall months. In fact this

is the best season to do it.

PRIVATE WELL
WATER SAMPLING
PROGRAM

By the Coordination team of
H,O0 des Collines

The MRC des Collines-de-I'Outaouais
in collaboration with its seven Muni-

Container grown trees and shrubs

Ridged container

Twice width of root ball

cipalities : Cantley, Chelsea, LAnge-
Gardien, La Péche, Notre-Dame-de-la-
Salette, Pontiac and Val-des-Monts, is
establishing a project on the characte-
rizationandimprovementofwell water
well and of surface water quality loca-
Keep mulch 100 to 150 mm away from trunk ted in its territory. This community pro-
_ Saucer ject aims to provide the residents with
the information and resources neces-
sary to analyse water of their wells and
to know the quality of their drinking
water. ‘H,O des Collines’ will provide
the necessary support to the residents
of these Municipalities to help them
sample and analyze their well water.
Since June, the residents of the se-
ven Municipalities of the MRC have
participated in great numbers to

’ Burlap removed from top half of roof ball
Mound of soil 100 to 150 mm high
Mulch 80 to 150 mm deep

Amended soil
_Existing, undisturbed soil

S

"I

H.O DEs COLLINES

the H,O des Collines program
and more than 120 wells have
been sampled in the territory.

If you are interested in partici-
pating in this exciting project,
do not hesitate to communicate
with us for additional information.
Thank you.

To communicate with H,O
des Collines

Telephone: 819-457-2121, ext. 232
Toll free: 1-877-457-2121, ext. 232

E-mail: h2odescollines@mrcdescollines.com

www.h2odescollinesdeloutaouais.qc.ca

growing. A fall-planted specimen will grow
more than a spring-planted specimen du-
ring one summer because the root system
is already established.

Planting tips:

Planting has to be done before the ground
freezes completely.

Essentially, the planting method is the
same as in spring. Dig a hole 2 to 3 times
the width of the root ball and add a good
soil mixture with the existing soil.

Do not fertilize or amend the soil with rich
compost, it could disturb the plants natural
cycle and encourage early spring growth
(which will freeze and dry out in the win-
ter).

Applying cedar mulch or dead leaves
around the plants will keep the plant’s war-
mer and consequently provide a longer
growing season for the plant root system.

The plant needs to be well watered to keep
the soil moist, until the ground freezes
completely. There is no need to protect na-
tive plants during winter, the snow acts as a
natural insulator.

@ Familiprix

Free delivery service in
Val-des-Monts!

We can transfer your prescriptions from another
pharmacy in Québec and Ontario.

Large variety of Cosmetics and Dermocosmetics
Baby Care products

Sunscreens and Insect Repellents
Confectionary

Greeting Cards

Pharmacie Francois Ethier
1797 route du Carrefour
Val-des-Monts, Qc,

JBN 7M7

Tel : 819-291-7171

Sans frais : 1-866-291-7171

Opening hours

Monday to Friday: 9 am to 8 pm
Saturday:9amto 5 pm
Sunday: Closed
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Boating Ethics

akes and rivers are small ecosys-

tems, and it doesn’t take much pol-
lution to damage them. If you have ever
been on a dead lake, it's more than just
the plants and fish that are gone. Loons,
frogs, ducks and other wildlife that de-
pend on lakes for food, also disappear.

One thing that causes these aquatic eco-
systems to die is the pollution caused
by irresponsible boating practices. Fuel
spills, grey water, trash and septic waste
are just some of the potential by-products
of boating that add to the contamination.
These contaminants can kill lakes, make
fish unfit for consumption, harm wildlife
and make waters unsuitable for swimming.

There are many things you can do to mi-
nimize the environmental effects of boa-
ting and activities that go along with it.

Choose an electric engine or a more
fuel-efficient four-stroke injection mo-
tor and keep the engine maintained
regularly. Inspect fuel lines, clamps
and filters every month. If the tank is

detachable, fill it up away from the wa-
ter. Recycle spent fuel and oil (as well
as antifreeze, filters and batteries).

Wash decks regularly with fresh water and
a scrub brush: this reduces the amount of
strong chemical cleaners needed throu-
ghout the boating season. If possible, use
phosphate-free and non-toxic soaps (don't
use products where the label says «do not
get in eyes» or «always wear gloves» be-
cause they are more likely to harm you
and the environment). Instead, use alter-
native cleaners like baking soda, lemon
juice and vinegar, always in moderation.

Don’t discharge grey water over-
board because it contains nutrients
that cause excessive vegetation

growth and contribute to water quality
problems. If your boat has a cabin, add
a holding tank to store grey water.

It goes without saying that black wa-
ters  (toilet waters) shouldnt be
released into our Lakes and waterways.
Don’t cause wakes near the shores, it

BUILDING A LOON NEST PLATFORM?
By Yann Gagnon, Coordinator of the Federation of Lakes of Val-des-Monts

Worldwide there are five species of Loon, four of which breed in Canada. The Com-
mon Loon (Gavia immer) is the most widespread and the most well-known of
the species. Today, their present challenges may well be the most severe they
have ever faced. Human activities in and around lakes, have been found to
have contributed to a significant decrease in the abundance of Common Loons.

Shoreline development

Cottages built close to the shore displace
loons from their traditional nesting sites
because Loon nests are typically built ri-
ght at the water’s edge. Loons are very
bad walkers and they always need to
have an easy access to water as well as
a quick escape from perceived dangers.

Human use of lakes

Power boaters are also to blame for the de-
creaseofLoonpopulationinpopulatedareas
such as Val-des-Monts. It often happens
that boats unknowingly run down buoyant
loon chicks, panic parents and disrupt the
care and feeding of their young. Wakeboard
boats also have a significant impact on the
breeding of Loons in certain areas becau-
se the large wakes created by these boat
canwash loon eggs right out of their nests.

Loon Nesting Platform

Nest platforms have been shown to in-
crease the nesting success of loon pairs
that have repeatedly lost their nests be-
cause of human disturbance or because of
changing water levels. Therefore, building
an artificial loon platform (see photo) is
one way in which you can help facilitate
and protect the Loons breeding habitat.

Site selection for such a platform is very
important. Pick a site protected from heavy
wind and wave action, shallow water in
a quiet bay is ideal (1 meter deep). Easy
access to deep water, preferably with mi-
nimum potential for disturbance should

also be considered when choosing a lo-
cation. Improper placement of nesting
platforms can expose loons to hazards and
result in the loss of their nest and eggs.

Material you need:

5 Cedar logs or large cedar posts for 1.2
m by 1.2 m frame (not treated lumber).
Plastic snow-fence or other suitable
material to build the bed of the nest.
Two anchors (cement blocks work)
with anchor cable (plastic-coated to
resist rusting), moss and sod with
mixed vegetation for the nest bed.

Construction

Using the cedar logs, construct a 1.2 m
by 1.2 m frame. Include inner beams to
support the nest. Install buoyancy
aids only when necessary. Design the
frame so that there is easy access for
the loons on at least one side
with the edge no morethan 10 cm
above the surface of the water. Secure the
plastic snow fence to the top of
the frame. This will form the bed
and roof for the nesting material.

Installation

Install the floating loon nesting platform
on water at least one meter deep. The
distance from shore should be at least 10
meters and away from human traffic areas.

Secure the platform with two good
anchors (on opposite corners).
Provide slack in the anchor chains for

causes shoreline erosion, in-
creased turbidity, plant growth,
and can destroy nesting areas and

aquatic and wildlife habitats.

(And it'sillegal!) m

Source : Ministry of Environment of Ontario

The Competency of Operators
of Pleasure Craft Regulations
requirealloperatorsofpleasurecrafts
fitted with any type of motor and
used for recreational purposes
to carry proof of competency on
board. Proof of competency indi-
cates theboater has a basic level of
boating safety knowledge requi-
red for safe recreational boating.

For more information, please visit

NATIONAL PLEASURE CRAFT OPERATOR
COMPETENCY PROGRAM

www.tc.gc.ca/eng/marinesafety/debs-obs-paperwork-paperwork_operator-360.htm

In the past, anyone of any age
could operate a recreational boat
without any minimum boating
safety knowledge, experience or
training.These requirements were
introduced in 1999 in response to
boating deaths and injuries, with
the goal of improving safety on
Canadian  waterways  throu-
gh education and training.

changing water le-
vels. Build a «natural»
bed for the nest on
top of the fencing,
using sod, moss and
other material gathe-
red on the shoreline.

Make sure the bed-
ding material will
not blow away by

securing it to the
nesting mesh. Place
nesting material

(e.g. straw or gras-
ses) on the nest bed

Consider informing
local property owners
that the nesting
structure is in place

Loon Nest Platform, source www. dlai. com

and contact the Ministry of Natural Resources and Wildlife before installing a floating nesting

platform.

Ministry of Natural

Ressource and Wildlife,

Direction générale de ['Outaouais,

16, impasse de la Gare-Talon, RC 100 Gatineau (Québec) J8T 0B1, 819 246-4827.

Source www. dlai. com



