Ragweed

The ragweed is a noxious plant triggering an allergic reaction in 10% of the population, commonly known as hay fever. This article will help you identify ragweed and explain how to get rid of it.

Ragweed is identified by its narrow, very serrate leaves, which are a uniform shade of green on both sides. The stem is hairy, and the leaves are opposite at the base and alternate toward the top. The flowers are a paler green and develop on stalks, generally in July. In August, the flowers bloom, releasing billions of pollen grains into the air causing allergic reactions for many people. 

There are two (2) effective methods to eradicate ragweed:

1. If there are just a few plants, simply pull them up as you pass by (touching the plant doesn't cause an allergic reaction), or

2. Mow the surface where ragweed is at the end of July and again during the third week in August. As this is an annual plant that reproduces with seeds, mowing the area will stop the reproduction.

It is important to distinguish the ragweed from the Canada Golden Rod. The latter is a native plant growing in Val-des-Monts. 
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Ragweed in early summer / L’herbe à poux au début de l’été
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Ragweed in bloom / L’herbe à poux en fleur

