Do not feed waterfowl

(This article was translated and may not represent the original text in an integral manner)

Ducks Unlimited Canada has published an excellent article explaining why we should not feed the ducks. We already know that waterfowls are responsible for the skin rash called swimmer’s itch, but there are many other reasons. Keep reading to know more.  

Many people keep feeding ducks even though there is plenty of food in their natural habitat. Feeding waterfowl may create a food dependency, which results in many negative consequences for the ducks.

Negative consequences for the ducks:

· Creates a dependency on food that contains very few nutritional ingredients that are not part of their natural diet (ex. bread contains a minimum amount of nutritional elements for waterfowl)

· Disrupts their (waterfowl) behaviour in searching for food

· Disrupts their feeding habits which consists of aquatic plants and micro-organisms rich in proteins required for the reproduction and growth of duckling

· Encourages an abnormal concentration of ducks on a small surface

· Increases the risk of an epidemic – the risk of contracting a disease is much higher when an infested bird is in a large group of ducks 

· Increases the risk of predation – ducks fed by humans are more vulnerable as they become domesticated

· Increases number of diseases – the bread that stays in the water favours the emergence of bacteria, which can provoke mortal diseases for the ducks  

· Disorganizes the normal migration cycle for the ducks – they may not leave in the fall

· Ducks become more vulnerable to cold weather as bread does not provide all the nutritive elements to ensure ducks’ survival, particularly during winter

· Free water zones are rare in the winter

· They become dependent on humans 

· They are more vulnerable to hunters

· They become domesticated. 

Negative effects on the environment 

A higher concentration of ducks has a major environmental impact, by contaminating a water body with fecal coliforms and bacteria that cause illness. 

  

The ducks produce as much coliforms as 5 humans. The fecal coliforms are bacteria present in the excrement of warm-blooded animals (humans, mammals, birds). Their presence in the water is an indication of the health risk caused by these bacteria in humans. The number of fecal coliforms is used to evaluate the water quality for swimming. Concentration of fecal matter pollutes water and harms the parks. 

An excess of nutrients in the marshland caused by the fecal matters of a large number of ducks cause algae blooms in the summer.

What can we do?

Do not disturb the ducks in their natural habitat. Observe from a distance all aquatic birds and wild animals. By not feeding ducks, you maintain a healthy balance that encourages natural behaviour. It is better, for their health and ours, not to interfere with or feed wild animals.

General comments

The ducks and geese are protected in Canada by the “Migratory Birds Act”. It is forbidden to place bait, i.e. feed them, in Quebec between 21 days prior to commencement of the hunting season to the end of the hunting season. Some towns in Maine have a ban on artificially feeding waterfowl, to safeguard public health. In Quebec, Sherbrooke and Lac Beauport have a similar bylaw.
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