Zebra Mussels – a matter of prevention

We are not aware of the existence of zebra mussels in our lakes. The purpose of this article is to inform lake owners of the danger of this invasive mollusc. 

____________

Zebra mussels, an invasive exotic species were transported from Europe to North America in the ballast water of ships. First discovered North America in Lake St. Clair, Ontario in 1988, it is believed that zebra mussels were introduced into the lake in either 1985 or 1986. 

The facility with which zebra mussels reproduce partially explains their invasive success. For example, a female is able to lay up to one million eggs during a single breeding season! 

Zebra mussels disperse downstream on water currents during their free-swimming larval stage. Dispersal upstream and into inland rivers and lakes occurs with human activity: larvae are dumped from livewells and older ones attach themselves to boats. 

In the almost complete absence of predators, zebra mussels invaded the Rideau River very quickly. 

The zebra mussel can survive in our climate for 2 to 3 years and measure less than three centimetres.

Help Prevent the Spread

By taking a few precautionary steps after boating and fishing, people living along or visiting the shoreline can prevent the spread of mussels.

· Inspect boat and trailer carefully for mussels and aquatic vegetation and discard in the trash. 

· Drain all water from the boat, including the bilge, live well and engine cooling system. 

· Dry the boat and trailer in the sun for at least five days, or if you use your boat sooner, rinse off the boat, trailer, anchor, anchor line, bumpers, and engine with hot water or at a car wash. 

· Leave live aquatic bait behind – either give it to someone using the same waterbody, or discard it in the trash. 

· Cottagers, homeowners and businesses who draw water directly from a zebra mussel infested waterbody will need to protect their system from infestation. 

Public assistance in preventing the spread of this highly invasive species and reporting new infestations is essential to help reduce their negative impacts on the local environment and economy. 


Source: http://www.nature.ca/rideau/e/e2b-e.html
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