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The Federation of Lakes of Val-des-Monts has made steady progress since its creation about two years ago.  The Municipality, and in particular Mayor Marc Carriere, and Counsellor Jean Croteau, are very supportive.  We wouldn’t be able to report the following accomplishments if it hadn’t been for support from the municipality.

· An annual budget for the environment has been approved;

· A program of septic tank inspection was put into place and a technician hired;

· A strategy has been developed to sensitize the residents of Val-des-Monts about the urgent need to change certain practices in order to protect the most important natural resource of our municipality – water;

· In order to pursue projects of common interest to the municipality and the federation, the federation has received financial support;

· A water testing protocol has been developed and approved by the municipality, the ministère Ressources naturelles et Faune, and the lake associations.  The protocol ensures accurate information is collected about the quality of the water by measuring the transparency of the water, the level of phosphorous, calcium and fecal coliforms in the lakes in Val-des-Monts;

· The municipality participates in Water Quality Day.

The support of the municipality is, undeniably, a major factor in facilitating the work of the federation.  The federation, in turn, makes an important contribution to moving environmental issues forward.  A recent example of the influence of the federation is the new by-law banning pesticides in the municipality of Val-des-Monts.  This law was passed as a result of lobbying by the federation.

 Management of septic sludge

Another major preoccupation of the federation is the management of septic tank sludge.  Practices vary greatly from one municipality to another.

The most advanced program for managing sludge is found at Chelsea.  Its program includes inspection and emptying of septic tanks every three years.  A special levy is added to the municipal tax bill to pay for this service.  It amounts to $54.80 per year and covers the cost of the pump out every three years.  In order to identify a company to perform the pump out under supervision by municipality employees, the municipality is issuing a call for offers.  The company will have to provide the municipality with records showing the amount of sludge removed and the amount disposed of.  In this way, the municipality will be able to assure itself that the total amount of sludge removed from septic tanks is disposed in a way that is safe for the environment.  

During 2001 and 2002, Val-des-Monts conducted a pilot project measuring septic sludge.  The results of this project will help determine the parameters of septic sludge management programs in the future.  Also underway is an inventory program.  In every municipality of the MRC, with the exception of Chelsea, septic tank pump out is at the discretion of property owners. Private companies such as OOPS Pompage septique, Gascon C. Pompage, Larabie Pierre, etc. provide this service.

As for the disposal of the sludge, it seems that a large part is taken to Ottawa to the waste water treatment facility at Green Creek.  The purification plant of the town of Gatineau also takes some sludge, but its tariff is $27/ m3, which is much higher than the cost at the Ottawa plan of $9/ m3, which obviously favours Ottawa.

Septic sludge management could be changed as a result of findings of a feasibility study on a regional system of sludge treatment in the MRC (BPR 2001).  It appears in this study, that a treatment plant might be located at Wakefield (La Pêche) where a waste water purification plant already exists.  The study, which provides an analysis of possible types of technology for the dehydration and treatment of the liquid and solid parts, has been based on hypothetical volumes of 25,000 m3 and 64,000 m3.  The volume of dehydrated sludge generated annually at the treatment center could vary between 1,000 and 2,000 tons a year.  In the chart below, is a resume of present management of sludge for each of the municipalities in the MRC.

Management of septic sludge by municipality

	Municipality 
	Cantley 
	Chelsea 
	L’Ange-Gardien 
	La Pêche 
	Pontiac 
	Val-des-Monts 

	Municipal program 

Inventory & inspection 

Measured 

Responsibility for pump out 

Frequency of pump out 

Pump out and 
transportation 

Disposal 
	No 

No 

No 

Citizens 

n/a 

Private company 

n/a


	Yes 

Every 3 years 

No 

Municipality 

Every 3 years

Private company

Municipal site Ottawa 
	Yes

Yes

No 

Citizens

n/a

Private company

n/a


	Yes

Yes

No 

Citizens

n/a 

Private company

n/a


	No 

No 

No 

Citizens

n/a

Private company

n/a


	Yes

Yes

Yes

Citizens

n/a

Private company

n/a



	Annual costs ($/an) 
	n/a


	Special levy 
	10 000 $ 
	40 000$ 
	n/a


	n/a




The management of septic tank sludge represents a major challenge for the MRC des Collines.  The main method of treating waste water at the present time is by privately owned septic systems.  These systems generate large amounts of septic sludge that need to be treated and disposed of.  Even before addressing this problem, however, we need to ensure that existing septic systems conform to good environmental practices.  In effect, neglected or deficient septic systems are a potential cause of surface and ground water contamination, creating a risk to public health and the environment. Contamination of our water supply could even threaten residential development and the promising recreation and tourism sector in the MRC.  It is important, therefore, to make improved management of septic systems and the sludge they create an important priority.

Recycling

Val-des-Monts will soon collect recyclable materials.  In July, every residence will receive a recycle bin and collection will begin soon afterwards.     

